
HAPPY NEW YEAR & 2018 from HAY TOWN COUNCIL

Many of you will have noticed the 
great improvements to our railway line 
walk. Brighter, drier, and wider. Flow-
ers and ferns popping through, seed-
lings thinned out, wildlife growing and 
much, much less dog poo!
These good works are thanks to the 
efforts of Hay Community Woodland 
Group which was started about four 
years ago. Its official aims are to en-
sure the continued sustainability of our 
local publicly owned woodland and 
natural areas for the benefit of us all. 
The group is an enthusiastic bunch of 
volunteers committed to the protection 
and enhancement of these areas.
Generally the group meet on the 
second Sunday of the month but are

looking towards running a mid-week 
session as well.

Our heartiest congratulations to the 
Woodland group for all their wonder-
ful work. Perhaps you could contrib-
ute, why not volunteer.

Contact the Woodland Group on:
Twitter: @haycwg  Tel: 07866 818600
Email : haycwg1@gmail.com
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That was the good news . . . here is the bad . . .
On Sunday 3rd December members of the Council 
and the Woodland group got together to plant a 
symbolic oak tree at the Warren.
Within 24 hours the young tree had been ripped 
out of the ground.
Who would do such a thing?

The Hay Community Woodland Group



Citizen of the Year Award 
We are very pleased to announce 
the introduction of the Hay on Wye 
Citizen of the Year Award. The award 
will be given to any person or group 
in the community in recognition of 
their services to the town of Hay and 
its people. It will be open to a wide 
range of activities from keeping the 
town tidy to running a club.

You must be a resident in the Hay 
council area in order to nominate 
someone for the award. If you are 
over 18 years old you will have to be 
on the electoral role.

People, who are eligible for consid-
eration for the award must live in the 
Hay Town Council area and must 
have completed their good works 
within the town.

The awards will be made annually, 
and the winning person will receive 
a certificate and £100 for their local 
chosen charity. The nomination proc-
ess will start in January 2018 and 
nomination forms will be available 
at the town clerks office in the Coun-
cil Chambers.

The awards will be made at a public 
ceremony as part of the Hay Town 
Independence Day Celebrations in 
April 2018. If you know someone, or 
a group, that you think have made 
a positive impact on our town then 
please nominate them. We know 
there are many wonderful people in 
Hay who have made our lives better, 
let’s make a day of recognition for 
them – it’s up to you.

Asset Transfers and Powys 
County Council
For some time now, years rather than 
months, Hay Town Council has been 
in negotiations with Powys County 
Council about the transfer of facili-
ties in the town from them to us.

We have been discussing  this in 
order to prevent the closure of these 
much-needed facilities such as the 
toilets and sports facilities.

We have also been talking with them 
about the future of the council build-
ings.

We were very advanced in our ne-
gotiations until the spring elections 
for Council and Cabinet in Powys. 
Since this time the negotiations have 
completely stalled and we are hav-
ing difficulty in communicating with 
Powys.

We should not be surprised about 
this situation. The county council 
are in some difficulties after a rather 
negative report into their children’s 
services. They have only interim 
leadership in important posts and, 
while working to overcome their dif-
ficulties, we presume they are find-
ing it hard to concentrate on many 
issues including ours.

We continue to try and advance the 
situation, keep your fingers crossed 
for us.



Have You Got What It Takes
Hay Fire Service are looking for on-
call Firefighters.
There is always a need for people 
who respond and help in an emer-
gency. This is particularly true in 
small towns and rural areas like ours.
Firefighters not only fight fires and
attend incidents such as traffic ac-
cidents, but also provide important 
safety advice to local schools and 
communities to help prevent emer-
gencies from happening.

On-call firefighters are men and 
women who undertake ordinary 
jobs as their primary employment 
but they are also able to respond to 
the local fire service when a fire call 
is received. When a fire call comes 
in they become part of a dedicated 
team ready to face any emergency.

There is an extensive period of intro-
duction and training. You have to be 
10 minutes or less from Hay fire sta-
tion, walking, cycling or by car. You 
also have to be over 18 years of age.

Does this sound like you ? Why not 
give it a go?
Call 01267 226 832 or email: 
personnel@mawwfire.gov.uk
Their website for more information is
www.mawwfire.gov.uk.

NEW WEBSITE

Hurrah . . .  after much back and forth, 
we have been able to approve a 

supplier for a brand new, user friendly 
and attractive website.

It will be so much easier to use than 
the old one and full of up-to-date 

information about the Council, our 
town and what goes on.

We hope that the new website will be 
up and running by February 2018.

Keep a lookout for it using the familiar 
address of 

www.haytowncouncil.gov.uk

Carl Jones – Painting Goes Public
After almost 15 years in the safe 
custody of Cllr James Gibson Watt 
a painting by Carl Jones has found a 
new home. At a recent ceremony at 
Hay Council offices the painting was 
presented to the good folk of Hay by 
James and his family.

Many of you will know Carl and that 
he has been painting for a good while. 
He has had 2 exhibitions of his work 
and contributed to print magazines.
We are both pleased and proud to have 
the painting in its new home.



How to Get Hold of Us
COUNCIL OFFICE 
Telephone: 01497 820296 and Email: haytownclerk@hotmail.co.uk
Sub Committees
Communications: TRUDY STEADMAN – 07866 818600
Recycling Grants: JIM GAMON – 01497 820935
Finance: JIM GAMON – 01497 820935
Town Events: FIONA HOWARD – 01497 821264
Fishing & Estates: ALAN POWELL – 01497 820803

Thank you to Steve Like

Steve Like recently retired as a Hay Town 
Councillor. He had served on the town 
council since the early 1970s. In that 
time he has twice been Mayor of the 
town and worked on many, many com-
mittees. Steve witnessed many changes 
and helped to establish many of the 
towns now regular facilities.

In the late 1980s Steve proposed that the 
Town Council introduce recycling bins. 
This was a very new idea, but he was 
convinced that not only would it be en-
vironmentally friendly, but also help the 
town fi nancially. He negotiated that the 
Council received a share of the money 
raised from the recycling to be used for 
grants within the town; a system which 
still operates today.

Steve was also central to the improve-
ment of the railway line. His enthusiasm 
helped draw up a plan for planting, cut-
ting and path laying which was sympa-
thetic to the environment and helped 
to make the railway line and the Bailey 
Walk one of Hays favourite attractions. 
Steve has been involved in other com-
mittees that have benefi ted the town. He 
is a trustee of the Warren club. He was 
also a founder member of HADSCAL, 
Hay and District Sports and Community 
Association Limited, which continues to 
be involved in our local playing fi elds.

Steve’s experience and knowledge of 
our town and his contribution to its 
development is has been substantial and 
on behalf of the Council and the Town 
we would like to thank him for his many 
years of service.


